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15. IN DULCI JUBILO

“ - »Old German tune
«Edited and adapted by REGINALD JACQUES arranged by R.L. PEARSALL

el The original melody employed, as a Cantus firmus, in the following composition, is to be found in an
old German book published in the year 1570, —which, from its title and contents, appears to have
contained the ritual of the Protestant Congregations of Zweibrueken and Neuburg. Even there it is
called “a very ancient song (uraltes Lied) for Christmaszeve;” so that there can be no doubt that it
is one of those old Roman Catholic melodies that Luther, on account of their beauty, retained in
the Protestant Service. It was formerly sung in the processions that took place on Christmas-eve,
and is so.still in those remote parts of Germany where people yet retain old customs. The words
are rather remarkable, being written half in Latin and half in the upper German dialect. I have
translated them to fit the music, and endeavoured to preserve, as much as I could, the simplicity of
the original. Of the melody there can be but one opinion; namely, that which in spite of religious
animosity, secured it the approbation of the Protestant reformers, and that of the German people
during many centuries. The music in the following passages was written for the Choral Society at
Carlsruhe, and was performed there in the Autumn of 1834,

Willsbridge, Gloucestershire, 31st of January, 1837. R.L.P.
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EDITOR'S NOTE
Pearsall wrote the following footnote in his original : “The time of this melody should not be taken
very slow. [t must be borne in mind that the Semibreve and Minim were two of the shortest notes

employed by Ancient Composers.’
Pearsall's translation of the second line of verse 2 was ‘My heart is sore for thee!

The expression marks are Pearsall’s.

© 1961 Oxford University Press
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